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di r ec t c ha n n e l t o Pan h a n d l e C o mmuni t y Ser v i c e s Hea l t h Ce n t e r ,
that is located in western Nebraska and serves the 11 counties
of the Panhandle. A nd a lthough there a re other mor e dire ct
d esign a t i o ns f o r t h e f u n d i ng t h a t e n d s u p g o i n g t o t he Ch a r l e s
D rew Health Center and the One World Community Health Center i n
the O m aha ar e a , t h i s f u n d i ng a c t u a l l y wo u l d g o t o med i c a l l y
underserved areas or populations. Y ou' ll notice that P anhandle
Community Services, located in the Panhandle and serving those
11 counties, has an annual number of v i sits of over 4 6 ,000 . And
their patients, 86 percent of those are below the poverty level.
And if you look at the One World...and the reality is, Panhandle
Community S e rv i ce s r e c e i v e s $ 16 4 , 0 0 0 a y e a r r e l a t i n g t o mi n o r i t y
h eal t h , f o r t h e a n nu a l n um be r o f v i s i t s o f 4 6 , 1 65 . On e Wo r l d
Community Health and Charles Drew in Omaha are scheduled to get
$ 700,000 a year for annual visits, respectively, of 2 0 ,000 a n d
2 3,000 . No w , t h e r e l e v a n t i ss u e h e r e i s t h e mi no r i t y h e a l t h .
And the Scottsbluff center, the Panhandle C ommunity Ser vices,
it's my und erstanding, serves abo ut 60...60 percent of their
visits are minorities, whereas Charles Drew and One World are at
about 98 percent. And I acknowledge that up f r ont, bec ause I
believe that it i s re levant to the subject here. Bu t the
reality of the m atter i s, I beli eve th a t we can be more
e qui t a b l e i n t h e f u n d s t h a t g o ou t . An d I ' m no t a t t emp t i n g t o
take funds away from the two centers in Omaha. But I'm looking
at available funds, the tobacco settlement funds, to channel to
a needy area. And when you look at the needs of a community and
the health center, th e Pan handle C om nunity Ser vices Hea lth
Center is a very efficiently run operation. They work hard to
collaborate. Obviously, there are 11 counties that they serve,
a l l l l co u n t i e s o f t h e Pan h a nd l e . An d t he p opu l a t i o n
distribution is very spread out, making it a t times more
expensive. And so that's why some of these numbers seem a bit
complicated. But the fact is that the need is there. An d I'm
not t r y i ng t o t ak e any o ne el s e ' s f und i n g a w ay. I ' m j us t t r y i ng
to make things more equitable. And I would urge your support
a nd adop t i o n o f AN1 8 84 . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Smith. You' ve heard the
opening on AN1884, offered by Senator Smith to LB 407. Open for
discussion on that amendment. Senators wishing to speak,
Senators Jensen, B eutler, K ruse, St uthman, Sm ith . Senator
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